
Name: Richard Wrona 

 

Tell us about your background. Include children attending the school, employment, 
education, etc. 

Retired U.S. Army officer (21 years) and current strategy and leadership development consultant; --
Extensive experience in planning and leading multi-phase, multi-element operations in complex 
environments; --Extensive overseas experience, to include living in Germany (three years), Italy (three 
years), and operational deployments to Afghanistan, East Africa, and the Balkans; --Former Assistant 
Professor at the United States Military Academy at West Point; -Father of four Liberty students; -MA in 
Strategic Studies and International Economics from Johns Hopkins University; -BS in Political Science 
from the United States Naval Academy; -Extensive professional education in leadership; leadership 
development; strategic analysis; operations planning and assessment; and management;  

 

Please share your thoughts on the role of schools and how it can best provide for 
excellent education. 

At its core, teaching is inspiring others to lifelong learning and continuous improvement. It is not only 
educating students in a particular topic or subject, but mentorship inside and outside the classroom to 
drive students to maximize their potential in all aspects of their personal development. Teaching is one 
of the noblest professions. I have strong affinity for a classical methodology focusing on grammar, logic, 
and rhetoric. The grammar of history should focus on those facts and theories necessary to build 
students’ abilities to synthesize new concepts. As but one example, a student’s understanding of pre-
World War I international politics is well-nigh impossible without a geographic understanding of 
Germany’s location between France and Russia, or in the absence of an historical understanding of 
nineteenth century Franco-Prussian relations. While we should not confuse facts with learning, little 
learning can be accomplished without a strong understanding of the basic facts and theories germane to 
a particular subject. Logic relies on a grammatical foundation to build students’ abilities to, first, 
understand that no individual theory/perspective/lens is sufficient to explain a particular circumstance 
or outcome, and, second, to draw from multiple perspectives to build students’ own coherent positions 
and explanations. Logic is the “teaching of thinking” that should monopolize the time of undergraduate 
studies. Educated members of society, however, must be able to do more than simply build the 
coherent arguments that logic allows. Students must also develop the ability to convey sound, well-
constructed arguments in ways that persuade others to a particular point of view. In this vein, rhetoric 
— communicating one’s own position persuasively — completes a student’s education in a particular 
subject. To be clear, my emphasis on a classical teaching methodology in no way precludes the 
incorporation of modern tools or methods to pique students’ interests in subjects or to assist them on 
the road to a well-rounded education. Instead, I have successfully incorporated a variety of media and 
methods that require students to think expansively, particularly regarding how they might best 
communicate their ideas to other individuals.  

 



Tell us what books you have read on education and education reform. 

Drive -- Daniel Pink Talking to Strangers -- Malcolm Gladwell Assassination Generation -- Dave Grossman 
How to Think -- Alan Jacobs Them -- Ben Sasse Suicide of the West -- Jonah Goldberg The Vanishing 
American Adult -- Ben Sasse 

 

How have you contributed to Liberty Common School to date? 

High School Lyceum Guest Speaker on Patriotism (November 2019) -Boys Middle School Soccer Coach 
(Fall 2019) -Soccer Committee (Fall 2019) -Winter Festival volunteer (Fall 2018) 

 

Tell us of any other skills, talents or access to resources that will help you be an 
effective BOD member. 

Expertise in operations planning; organization development, improvement, and change; and strategic 
analysis; -Tested leader of small and large organizations; -Experienced professional educator; -Outdoor 
expertise as a member of the Larimer County Search and Rescue Team; 

 

Why do you want to be a member of the Board of Directors? 

I am a strong proponent of Liberty's focus on classical education and character development, and have 
been looking for ways to better contribute to the school's success and future. My background in 
leadership, management, and planning may prove valuable attributes upon which the BOD and the 
school at-large can draw. 

 


